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EniNBURGH, JUNE 7. 1737, 


At a General Meeting of the Society in Scotland for 
Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge, 


Taz Thanks of the Society were given from the Chair to 
the Rev. Dr. George Hill for bis excellent Sermon preached 
before them this day; ard, being requeſted, he gave his Ma- 
nuſecript of the fame to be printed for the benefit of the $:- 
ciety. | 
JOHN M*FARLAN, Ser. 


CH 


7 
q 
J 
b 
h 
4.5 


—ä — — .: : :!!! 
. 


To THE RIGHT HONOURABLE I 


THOMAS EARL OF EINNOUL 


PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND FOR 
PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN ENOWLEDGZ, 


CHANCELLOR OT THE UNIVERSITY OF Sr. ANDREWS, C.. .. 


MY LORD, 


THF commands of that Society over 
which your Lordſhip prefides, have offorded 
me an opportunity of expreſſing, in this public 


manner, my gratitude to my Patron. 


My obligations to your Lordſhip are too per- 
fonal to admit the uſual flile of Dedications. But, 
when I folicited your permiſſion to inſcribe to 
your Lordſhip a plain diſcourſe which had 
been honoured with your approbation, I was de- 
frirous of conveying to thoſe who may read it, 
that one very flrong motive to exertion in the 
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diſcharge of my duty, tas been an earneft defire 
of appearing, in your eyes, not altogether un- 
worthy of the countenance and protection which 
T have received from your Lordſhip, for twenty 
gears, in all the varieties of my life. 


T have the honour to be, 


With the higheſt reſpe@ and gſeem, 


MT LORD, 
Yaur Lordfhip”s moſt obliged, 
And mt devoted ſervant, 


GEORGE HILL. 


A SERMOMN 


ON THE 


ADVANTAGES or SEARCHING Txt SCRIPTURES. 


Joux v. 39. 


SEARCH THE SCRIPTURES, 


Tus books of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment are received, with reverence, by the 
whole Chriſtian world. All in every land, 
who name the name of Jeſus, agree in ac- 
knowledging them to be the Scriptures gi- 


ven by inſpiration of God: but they differ 


in the method of teftifying their reverence. 
The Church of Rome, profeſſing to conſi- 
der this treaſure as too ſacred, and too lia- 
ble to abuſe, to be committed to ordinary 
hands, lock it up in a tranſlation which is 
now underſtood only by the learned; and 
they communicate to the people ſuch par- 
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cels, with ſuch interpretations as they judge 
expedient. That great body of Chriſtians, 
on the other hand, who have ſeparated 
from the Church of Rome, adopting this 
precept of our Lord as the principle of 
their ſeparation, have been careful to diſ- 
tribute copies of the Scriptures in a known 
tongue. For more than two centuries the 
Scriptures have been publiſhed in that lan- 
guage which is moſt generally ſpoken in 
Great Britain. There is no book ſo uni- 
verſally fpread amongſt us: none of the 
fame fize that may be ſo cheaply purcha- 
ſed. It is put into the hands of the people 
in their childhood; it continues their com- 
panion through life; and all the authority 
which they are accuſtomed to reſpect con- 
curs in enjoining the ſearch of the Scrip- 
tures. 


WHiLE the greater part of the inhabi- 
tants of this iſland thus found eaſy acceſs 
to the Scriptures in their native tongue, 
while the progreſs of improvement in the 
low countries was daily increaſing the 
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number of thoſe, who, even in the hum- 
bler ranks of life, receive that education 
which qualifies them to read the Scriptures, 
the Society, before whom I now ſpeak, di- 
reed their attention to thoſe corners of 
the iſland, where the fituation of the na- 
tives was much more unfavourable. Their 
original charter grants them power © to 
receive contributions and therewith to e- 
rect and maintain ſchools in the Highlands 
and iſlands of Scotland, for the purpoſe of 
teaching to read, eſpecially the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” Under this authority, they have 
proceeded, during the courſe of this cen- 
tury, gradually extending their ſchools, 
with the increaſe of their capital, through 
the moſt convenient ſtations: They re- 
quire the maſters whom they employ, to 
teach the ſcholars to read and ſpeak the 
Engliſh tongue, and to tranſlate Gaelic into 


Engliſh: They diſtribute Engliſh bibles to 


thoſe ſcholars whoſe parents are unable to 

buy them; and, knowing the predilection 

which the inhabitants of thoſe diſtricts 

have for their native language, they have 
A2 


n, 


X 


invited them to ſearch the Scriptures, by 
publiching firſt the New Teſtament, after- 


wards the Pentateuch, and lately the Pro- 
phets, in the Gaelic tongue; and they have 
given notice that a tranſlation of the re- 
maining books of the Old Teſtament is 
very ſoon to follow, 


Tuis great work, by which the Society 
in Scotland for propagating Chriſtian know- 


ledge are juſt about to crown their pious 


labours, has naturally directed my atten- 
tion to the ſubject which my text preſents. 
Many uſeful and important topics con- 
nected with the inſtitution of this Society, 
have been illuſtrated with diſtinguiſhed 
learning and eloquence upon ſimilar occa- 
fions. But I may hope that I ſhall not 
perform an unacceptable ſervice to thoſe 


before whom 1 ſpeak, while I contribute my 
endeavours to promote the primary object 


of their attention; while, with the zeal of 
a good citizen, with the plainneſs and ear- 
neſtneſs which become a preacher of the 


T2 
goſpel, I recommend to my countrymen 
the ſearch of the Scriptures, 


I SHALL endeavour to ſtate the advan» 
tages which may be derived from ſearch- 
ing the Sriptures; and I ſhall then ſug- 
geſt ſome directions for ſearching them fo 


as to reap thoſe advantages. 


I. SEARCHING the Scriptures is uſeful 


for our information —for our comfort 
for the direction of our conduct. 


1. Searching the Scripteres it uſeful for our 
Information. 


* ALL Scripture,” ſays the Apoſtle Paul, 
is profitable for doctrine, that is, for 
teaching truth, © and for reproof,” that is, 
for confuting error. I comprehend both, 
when I ſay, that ſearching the Scriptures 
is uſeful for information. 
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Wren the Scriptures were firſt publiſh- 
ed, they brought to light many important 
truths: They were eagerly read by thoſe 
who received them; and the different parts 
of them were compared in order to attain 
the full meaning of that which they taught. 
The importance of the ſubject ſtill remains; 
but it has become leſs intereſting by the 
want of novelty. Thoſe who live in a 
Chriſtian country are trained in the faith 
of that fyſtem which the Scriptures reveal: 
Their curioſity is early ſatisfied; and as 
they advance in life, and engage in a mul - 
tiplicity of buſineſs, they are ready to ac- 
count the ſearch of the Scriptures a duty 
leſs needful than it was in former times, 
becauſe they ſuppoſe that the knowledge 
_ conveyed in them is now completely in- 
corporated with the whole maſs of human 
knowledge, and may eaſily be acquired by 
converſation, by the eſtabliſhed. methods 
of inſtruction, and by other books. 


Tunis is the amount of that apology, 
which many, who acknowledge the divine 
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authority of the Scriptures, pretend to of. 
fer for the very ſmall portion of their time 
which they ſpend in reading them; and by 
this careleſs apology, they would repreſent 
that duty which my text preſcribes to all, 
as the buſineſs of a particular profeſſion, 
or as one of the many amuſements which 
leifure and curioſity open to the learned. 


IT is obvious that this apology is very 
inconſiſtent with that love of truth, that 
ſpirit of enquiry, that liberty of judgment 
which are deſervedly the boaſt of modern 
times. Why ſhould thoſe who are com- 
manded ** not to call any man their maſter 
upon earth,” ſubmit to human ſyſtems of 
Chriſtian doctrine as the rule of their faith, 
when the book from which every ſyſtem 
profeſſes to derive its authority, is put into 
their hands? Does it not become every 
man, in a matter of fuch importance, 
* to judge of himſelf what is right; to 
learn “ the truth, as it is in Chriſt Jeſus,” 
from thoſe to whom it was communicated 


by the Spirit, and to avoid the impuri- 
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ties which this living water may have con. 
tracted in the channels that have convey. 
ed it to us, by drinking it unmixed at the 
fountain-head? 


Ir the evidence of our Holy Religion 
could be compriſed within the compaſs of 
a ſhort demonſtration, and if faith were 
nothing more than an aſſent to the truth 
thus demonſtrated, there might appear to 
be leſs occaſion for ſearching the Scriptures. 
But it is well known, that the argument 
for the truth of Chriſtianity conſiſts of a 
multitude of circumſtances which are not 


perceived at one view, but are gradually 


impreſſed upon the mind; and even that 
faith, which is the foundation of the 
Chriſtian character, 1s a trial of the good- 
neſs and honeſty of the heart. Searching 
the Scriptures is, in this way, an eſſential 
part of the education of a Chriſtian. A per- 
fon who has been accuſtomed to admire 
the laboured productions of human genius, 


is not at firſt delighted with the fimplicity 


and ſublimity of the word of God. The 
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natural man receiveth not the things of 
God, for they are fooliſhneſs to him.” 
But by ſearching the Scriptures, our under- 
ſanding is enlarged ſo as to receive the 
whole counſel of God. By comparing 
things ſpiritual with ſpiritual, we are ena- 
bled to diſcern them; and, when “the word 
of Chriſt dwells in us richly,” we come 
to have in ourſelves that witneſs which 1s 
to us the moſt fatisfying, how far ſuperior 
the Scriptures are to all human compoſi- 
tions. 


Every perſon knows that the Scriptures 
contain predictions of future events; and 
every Chriſtian has a general impreſſion 
that many of theſe predictions have been 
accompliſhed. But it is only by reviewing 
them frequently, and comparing them with 
hiſtory, that we can attain any conception 
how literal and how minute that fulfilment 
has been. Search theScriptures,” ſays]Jeſus, 
for theſe are they whichtettify of me.” The 
predictions of the Old Teſtament reſpecting 
the Meſſiah, and the hiſtory of the Divine 
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Perſon who appears in the New Teſta. 
ment claiming that character, illuſtrate, in 
the moſt beautiful manner, the continui- 
ty of the whole diſpenſation of grace; 
and they furniſh an inſtance of the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy, which has this peculiar 
advantage, that extent of reading and 
depth of reflection are not neceſſary in or- 
der to judge of it. That book which is in 


the poſleſſion of every Chriſtian, contains 


both the prophecy and the event: the pro- 
greſſive opening of the prophecy from the 
beginning of the world till the event draws 


near, may be traced by every reader; the 


hiſtory of the event perpetually leads him 
back to the prediction; and the reſem- 
blance is ſo ſtriking that he cannot avoid 
making a compariſon.— Thoſe who have 
leiſure and opportunity for further re- 
ſearches are able to trace the fulfilment of 
many other prophecies: The ſubject has 
undergone much diſcuſſion; and that co- 
incidence between the prediction and the 
event, which, in numberleſs inſtances, aſto- 
niſhes thoſe to whom it is firſt preſented, 
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has only been placed in a more ſtriking 
light by the moſt laborious and learned in- 
veſtigations. There are, it is true, many 
prophecies in Scripture which are ſtill very 
imperfectly underſtood. But various e- 
vents have explained to us ſome parts of 
theſe prophecies, and give us aſſurance that 
every word has a meaning, and will have 
an accompliſhment. We endeavour, there- 
fore, by ſearching the Scriptures, to catch 
the light which, in the courſe of Divine 
Providence, is gradually reflected upon 
what we do not underſtand; and, although 
we acknowledge the vanity of attempting 
to foretel future events by a conjectural ex- 
plication of dark expreſſions, yet, judging 
from what we have ſeen, we regard the 
prophecies contained 1n the Scriptures as 
an evidence of their divine original, which 
grows with the lapſe of time, which cannot 
be overturned by any corruptions in the 
Chriſtian Church, by any power of ſophii- 
try or of ridicule in its enemies; and we 
reſt in faith and hope, that, to ſome of the 
generations of men, this evidence will be 
B 2 
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ſo clearly illaſtrated by the ſucceſſion of 
events in the Church of Chriſt, as to con- 
vince even thoſe who ſhall then be moſt 
diſpoſed to reſiſt the truth. 


ALL who believe in the exiſtence of a 
ſupreme Being, may know from the works 
of nature, that © he does marvellous things 
which we cannot comprehend;” and all 
who believe in the extraordinary revela- 
tions which he has vouchſafed to the hu- 
man race, receive them upon the faith of 
thoſe ſigns and wonders by which they 
were uſhered into the world. But the ex- 
tent of power therein diſplayed, the work- 
ing of that Almighty arm, which, by me- 
thods in our eyes the moſt unlikely, has 
conducted, from the beginning of the 
world, the great ſchemes of Divine Provi- 
dence, are thought of with becoming reve- 
rence only by the perſons who read and 
ponder the ſimple accounts of thoſe tranſ- 
actions which the Scriptures contain. In 
the miracles of the goſpel eſpecially, it is 
not merely the power, but the mixture of 
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power and grace, the condeſcenſion, ten- 
derneſs, and delicacy, which the narration 
of the Evangeliſts exhibits, that character- 
iſe the works of Jeſus, and ſhew to an at- 
tentive reader the hand of God, with the 


man * who went about doing good.” 


As the ſearch of the Scriptures is profi- 
table for © doctrine,” for teaching us the 
excellence and the evidence of religion, it 
is profitable alſo © for reproof,” and in 
this reſpect, too, it may be ſaid to extend 
our information. 


Many circumſtances have conſpired to 
render the Scriptures a favourite ſubj=&> 
of ridicule and ſophiſtry to the ſcorner; 
and thoſe who are ſtrangers to this book 
are eaſily miſled by his words, becauſe th-y 
are unable to give any rational account of 
the detached paſſages which they hear him 
miſrepreſent. But that acquaintance with 
the general ſcheme of the Scriptures, with 
the connection and dependency of the ſe- 
veral parts, which is acquired by reading 
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them carefully, prepares a Chriſtian to give 
an anſwer to every one that aſketh a reaſon 
of the hope that is in him, and qualifies 
him to diſcern the futility of thoſe ob- 
jections which ariſe from partial views, or 
from the petulance of men © who ſpeak evil 
of the things which they know not.” 


RErROOr“ is neceflary, not for the 
ſcorner only, but alſo for the falſe prophet. 
The faith and practice of Chriſtians have 
been often perverted, and their conſciences 
have been ſubjected to the traditions and 
commandmentsof men. They whoweremil- 
led fell intothis corruption and {lavery by ne- 
glecting to ſearch the Scriptures: They were 
delivered out of it by that pure and com- 
plete information whichis to be derived from 
the word of God. It was after the Church 
of Rome had taken away the key of know- 
ledge, and forbidden the people the uſe of 
this book, that ſhe was able to impoſe the 
full weight of that grievous yoke under 
which the Chriſtian world long groaned: 
And it was when our forefathers preſumed 
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to open this book, that they began to make 
themſelves free. From hence they derived 
irreſiſtible weapons. By the light of Scrip- 
ture, they expoſed to ſcorn the fabulous le- 
gends, the abſurdities, the idolatry, and 
the uncharitable ſpirit of thoſe who had 
kept them in bondage. The various forms 
of error, with all the ſanction which they 
derived from authority, cuſtom, and ſuper- 
ſtition, were unable to ſtand before the 
truth: And the ſearch of the Scriptures 
hath eſtabliſhed that rational ſyſtem of 
faith, that ſpiritual -worſhip, thoſe rights 
of private judgment and mutual toleration, 
and thofe pure conceptions of Chriſtian 
duty, which are the glory of the reformed 
churches.—If ever a night of ſuperſtition 
ſhall again overſpread the Chriſtian world, 
it will ariſe from that negle& of the Scrip- 
tures which grows with the impiety of mo- 
dern times; for the ignorant are always 
an eaſy prey to impoſture, while every well 
inſtructed Chriſtian raiſeth, in his place, a 
mound againſt the return of ſpiritual ty- 
ranny. 
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IT is the honour of the Society before 
whom I ſpeak that they have trodden in 
the path of the firſt Reformers. By teach- 
ing the inhabitants of the Highlands and 
iſlands of Scotland, to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and by furniſhing them with copies 
of this book in the Gaelic tongue, they 
take the moſt effectual method of combat- 
ing the errors of Popery in thoſe diſtricts 
where that corrupted form of Chriſtianity 
{till prevails. They oppoſe to the ſeducing 
arts of Popiſh teachers that knowledge 
which ſuch teachers have always bcen 
moſt ſolicitous to ſuppreſs; and they en- 
able thoſe who ſat in darkneſs, to adopt 
the words in which David celebrates the 
information derived from that part of the 
Scriptures which was publiſhed in his 
days. Thou, through thy command- 
ments, haſt made me wiſer than mine 
enemies; for they are ever with me. | 
underſtand more than the ancients, for 
thy teſtimonies are my meditation,” 
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2. Searching the Scriptures is uſeful for our 


Tux underſtanding of man is delighted 
and improved by receiving information: 
but he ſtands in need of ſomething more. 
The goods which this world offers are un- 
able to ſatisfy his ſoul; and all the objects 
to which he clings upon earth confeſs their 
inſufficiency at thoſe very times when he 
has the moſt occaſion for ſupport. Amidſt 
the viciſſitudes and calamities to which his 
life is expoſed, he has directed his eyes 
from earth to heaven, and, by making his 
complaint to thoſe ſuperior beings whom 
unaſſiſted reaſon taught him to acknow- 
ledge, he has ſought to find, in a communi- 
cation with them, that relief which the 
creatures were unable to yield. But this 
pureſt ſource of comfort was early empoiſ- 
oned by idolatry and ſuperſtition. The 
human mind, in its wanderings, forſook 
the living God; and that which was call. 
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ed religion, became, in ſome reſpects, ſo 
childiſh, that it could not reach a wound- 
ed ſpirit; and in others, ſo gloomy, that 
it added to the natural horror of afflic- 
tion. 


How deſirable, then, to man is that ſa- 
cred book, where all the revelations which 
the true God hath made of himſelf are 
collected for his benefit; where religion, 
ſtripped of thoſe terrors which are not its 
own, and no longer clouded by the miſ- 
takes of human fancy, appears with its 
native power of toothing and invigorating 
the mind. 


Wr fee, in the Scripures, one Almighty 
Being, the Creator and Preſerver of all 
thoſe parts of nature which the blinded 
nations ſuppoſed to be animated by a mul- 
tiplicity of gods, providing this earth with 
every thing neceſſary for the ſuſtenance 
and amuſement of its nobleſt inhabitant ; 
extending a fatherly care over all the of- 
ſpring of that one pair whom he made aft- 
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ter his own image, and exerciſing, in a va- 
riety of diſpenſations, that moral govern- 
ment of which they are the fit ſubjects: 
We ſee him employing the illumination 
of one people, to preſerve, in the midſt of 
idolatry and wickedneſs, the knowledge 
and the hopes of true religion, and pre- 
paring the world, by the conduct of a 
icheme of Providence which was opened 
from the beginning, for the appearance of 
that Perſon, who came, in the fulneſs of 
tune, from the boſom of his Father, to de- 
clare him unto us, whoſe death is the a- 
tonement for the fins of the world, whoſe 
reſurrection is the aſſurance that his ſacri- 
fice was accepted, who entered into glory, 
that our faith and hope might be in God;“ 
and whole religion, ſpread over the world 
by the power that i given unto him, is 
the appointed mean of enlightening the 
blinded nations, and of uniting the whole 
human race in the knowledge, the worthip, 
and the love of one God and Father of all, 
through one Mediator, the man Chriſt 
Jeſus. 
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Tunis is the ſyſtem of grace and conſola- 
tion which the Scriptures unfold. It brings 
to the heart of man, under every perplexity, 
every fear, and every ſorrow, that precious 
balm which the world cannot give: It 
cheers thoſe who know no other joy; and, 
while it alleviates the burdens of this life, 
it opens the moſt delightful proſpects af- 
ter the time of bearing them is at an 
end. 
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Tas truth of this ſyſtem is believed by 
all who receive the Scriptures: Its power 
in healing the broken-hearted is felt only 
by thoſe who ſearch them: For the con- 
ſolation of the Scriptures is not concentra- 
ted in one part of this Sacred Book, but, 
with divine munificence, is ſcattered 
throughout the whole in all different forms, 
and they who make the moſt diligent ſearch 
gather the largeſt ſtore. In the Scriptures, . 
that power, wiſdom, and goodneſs which, 
when united, form the proper object of 
truſt to a feeble ignorant creature, are ex- 
hibited in the moſt ſtriking light, not by 
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deſcription merely, but by a record of their 


various exertions: The whole extent of crea- 
tion, and the whole conduct of providence 
are perpetually preſented to us, in this 
book, under that aſpect which enables us 
to underſtand from them the loving-kind- 
neſs of the Lord; and the death of Chriſt 
is ſtated as the ſacred pledge given to man 
that the Lord is gracious, and full of com- 
paſſion. Whatſoever things were writ- 
ten here afore-time, were written for our 
learning, that we, through patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures, might have 
hope.“ The meſſages ſent by the ancient 
prophets to thoſe nations with whom the 
Almighty was pleaſed to maintain a ſpecial 
intercourſe, abound with the moſt conde- 
ſcending views of the Divine Majeſty, the 
moſt rich and tender promiſes. In the 
many hiſtories of good men which the 
Scriptures record, we ſee the fulfilment of 
thoſe promiſes, the watchful care of Pro- 
vidence exemplified, the friends of God 
ever with him, afflicted yet not forſaken, 
chaſtened in faithfulnefs and in love, raiſed 
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out of the depth of aMiction, and com- 
paſſed about with ſongs of deliverance. 
Their experience of his goodneſs removes 
our diſtruſt; their expreſſions of thank- 
fulneſs rebuke our murmurings. When 
we read the prayers and praiſes which 
their pious fouls breathed, our hearts begin 
to ſympathiſe with theirs; and when, in 
fimilar circumſtances, we adopt the ſame 
language, we fcel our breaſts glow with 
a portion of their ſpirit. There is no ſitu- 
ation in all the viciſſitudes of human life 
to which ſome expreſſions in the Pſalms 


are not appoſite. Every devout perſon - 


finds his own condition delineated; and 
the oftener he draws out of this well, he 
imbibes the more fully the ſentiments 
which that condition ought to inſpire. 


CouLD we promiſe to paſs through lite 


without ſorrow and without change, we 
might account the precept in my text a 
needleſs injunction. But if our gracious 
Father, knowing that man 1s born to trou- 
ble, hath provided in the Scriptures a cor- 
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dial adapted to every capacity and every 
taſte, it is ſurely our wiſdom to uſe it. 
The careleſs reader muſt miſs the treaſure 
contained in a book where the moſt inter- 
eſting hiſtories, the moſt ſublime poetry, 
the plaineſt words of promiſe, and the 
tendereſt effuſions of devotion are beau- 
ufully thrown together. But to them who 
ſearch the Scriptures, the confolation o- 
pened from thoſe various ſources, is fully 
imparted; it is impreſſed upon their minds, 
and they are not only ſoothed during the 
action of reading, but they lay up a ſtore 
for the time of need. —Perfons who have 
occaſion to viſit the afflited, know how 
dreary and barren thoſe minds are which 
have no acquaintance with the Scriptures, 


how ſweetly and powerfully the promiſes, 
the experiences, and the devotions con- 


tained in this book, recur, in the day of 
trouble, to thoſe who have made them 
their meditation. 


Tuts is the cordial which has been 
ſent to the remote corners of this country, 
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where many of the conveniencies of po- 
liſhed life have not yet been introduced, 
where the reſources of other ſtudy and 
knowledge are little known, where the 
help of the ſkilful is often very diſtant, 
and there is not that kindly alleviation of 
diſtreſs which ariſes from the ſympathy 
and aid of a numerous neighbourhood. 
The Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriſtian knowledge have gladdened the 
bleak mountain, the ſequeſtered glen, the 
lonely iflands of a ſtormy fea, by introdu- 
cing into themaſound which is more cheer- 
ing than the countenance of a friend. The 
widow, the fatherleſs, the poor, the fick, 
the mourner, the ſolitary, ſhall bleſs you 
for that familiar acquaintance with the 
Scriptures which you have furniſhed them 
with the means of acquiring: They will 
feel your gift to be better than thou- 
ſands of gold and filver;” and they will 
henceforth be able to ſay with David, 
« Thy ſtatutes have been my ſongs in the 
houſe of my pilgrimage. Thy teſtimonies 
bave I taken as an heritage for ever. When 
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my foul melteth for heavineſs, thy word 
quickeneth me.” 


3. Searching the Scriptures is uſeful for the 
Direction of our Conduct 


Tux end of religion is good conduct: 
The information of religion is communi- 
cated in order © to furniſh us for every 
good work;” and the comforts of religion 
are experienced only by thoſe who work the 
works of God. Accordingly, the Apdſtle 
Paul ſays, that all Scripture is profitable 
for correction and inſtruction in righte- 
ouſneſs;” for correction, that is, for 
amending thoſe who have erred; for in- 
ſtruction,” that is, for training men in the 
way in which they ought to walk. 


* GoD hath ſhewn to man what is good; 
and that which the Lord requires of him,” 
may be deduced from his natural ſenſe of 
right and wrong; from his relation to 
God and to his fellow-creatures; from juſt 
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views of his own intereſt, and the inte- 
reſts of ſociety; from an enlarged com- 
prehenſion of the ways of Providence. It 
is certain, however, that the knowledge 
of that rule of life which may, in this 
manner, be deduced, has never been com- 
pletely or univerſally attained in any coun- 
try which was not bleſſed with an extra- 
ordinary revelation. The laws of human 
fociety, even when they provide with wil- 
dom for the peace and good order of the 
community, do not attempt to waſh the 
the heart from wickedneſs; and the moſt 
admired conſtitutions of civil government 
have foſtered diſpoſitions very inconſiſtent 
with pure virtue. Thoſe deductions of 
our duty which we find in the writings 
of a few men, whom Providence raiſed 
up in the midſt of heathen darkneſs, re- 
main as monuments how agreeable good 
conduct is to the moſt enlightened reaſon 
of man. At the ſame time, had their de- 
_ ductions been nearer to perfection thanthey 
are, they would not have produced much 
effect. They were counſels delivered with- 
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out authority; they were unable to pre- 
ſerve the purity of thoſe who received them, 
and they were not publiſhed to the world. 
The great body of the people were left to 
entertain conceptions of the duties of life 
which were both groſs and narrow: No 
moral inſtruction was adminiſtered ſuffi- 
cient to remedy the corruption of their 
manners; and the natural fentiments of 
the mind were perverted by the prevail- 
ing ſuperſtition. 


IT cannot be denied that mankind, in 
theſe circumitances, ſtood in need of a 
plain, explicit, authoritative declaration 
of their duty: And, taking the Scriptures 
in the ſimpleſt view as a rule of life, they 
will be allowed to be a moſt uſeful bock. 
Here is a ſtandard of conduct, which, is 
leſs liable than any other to be per- 
verted by cuſtom, or paſſion, or intereſt; 
a ſafe unerring guide to which, in every 
ſituation, we may, without fear, commit 
ourſelves; a voice from heaven, ſaying, 
This is the way, walk ye in it.” The 
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obligation of good conduct is not here left 
to reſt upon reaſonings which are level to 


the capacities of few, and which hardly 


touch the hearts of thoſe who are able to 
perceive them; but it is reſolved into the 
will of our Creator. The moſt venerable 
authority is oppoſed to the impetuoſity of 
paſſion; — the moſt intereſting objects to 
the gains of iniquity; — the moſt exalted 
affectians to the pleaſures of ſin; the un- 
derſtanding, the conſcience, and the heart 
are addreſſed at once; —and every other 
mode of inſtruction appears to be feeble, 
when compared with the energy of the 
word of God. 


Bur we derive little benefit from the 


bare knowledge of that rule of life which 
the Scriptures contain: That they may 
be profitable to us © for correction and 
inſtruction in righteouſneſs,” we muſt 
ſearch them. A wile father does not at- 


tempt to pour at once into the mind of his 


ſon all the inſtruction which is needed 
through the journey of life; but he often 
repeats to him the many cautions which 
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paternal care ſuggeſts to the heedleſſneſs 
of youth; he preſents to him objects that 
miniſter to his 1mprovement; he furniſhes 
him with frequent opportunities of obſer- 
vation and reflection; and even when he 
does not appear to teach, he leads him to 
grow wiſe by the exerciſe of his own powers. 
Under this familiar image, you may per- 
ceive the profitableneſs of ſearching the 
Scriptures. This book, like the book of 
nature, is full of inſtruction; and the 
method of teaching is ſo perfectly adapted 
ta the minds of thoſe to whom it is ad- 
dreſſed, that every one who is attentive 
may learn from it © wiſdom, and juſtice, 
and equity.” In one place, the general 
principles of a good life are ſtated conciſe- 
ly; m another, they are ſpread out in the 
detail of the duties of different relations. 
Here, the perfection after which we ought 
to aſpire, 1s held forth without limitation; 
there, the commandment is accommodated 
with grace to the infirmities of our na- 
ture. God ſpeaks to us in this book with 
authority, with gentleneſs, in precept, in 
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2miſe, in threatening, in fimilitude, in 

ry. His commandments meet us 

ih many forms that we are always put 
1 remembrance; and, if we only retain 
his words, we ſhall find his hand, where- 
ſocver we are, leading us in the right path. 
His precepts come to be engraven upon our 
hearts by © eaſamples which are written 
for our admonition.” There are many hiſ- 
tories in Scripture, which preſent to us 
tue piorection and bleſſing that attend the 
Tizateous, che curſe that is in the houſe of 
the wicked.“ The virtues of good men are 
diipiayed in the midſt of perils and temp- 
tations, to incite us to be followers of them; 
their failings are recorded, to teach us hu- 
mility and circumſpection. We fee in 
the life of jeſus, a character free from 
every ſhade of human weakneſs, yet 
ſoftened by every tender feeling; a man 
like ourſelves, wha was more ſeverely 
tried, and more firm than any hero, yet 
more amiable than the faireſt of the ſons 
of men. The fimplicity with which this 
c::aracter is delineated, wins the heart; and 
Jetus commands us to ſearch the Scrip- 
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rures, that we may ſee him going before 
us in all that he enjoins, and that the cords 
of love may thus bind his yoke upon thoſe 
who conſider his virtues. 


SUCH 1s the variety of inſtruction by 
which the ſcriptures explain and enforce 
our duty, and reconcile our hearts to the 
practice of it: And this is the perfect teach- 
ing with which the Society in Scotland 
for propagating Chriſtian knowledge has 
furnithed thoſe, whom particular dilad- 
vantages had retained longer than the in- 
habitants of other parts of the iſland in the 
rudeneſs of our anceſtors, and whole local 
traditions and cuſtoms, while they cue- 
riſhed ſome virtues, were unfavourable to 
that uniformity of good conduct which is 
the perfection of the human character. By 
putting the words of this book into their 
mouth, and alluring them to meditate in the 
law of God day and night, you have aftorded 
the moſt effectual and certain aid to the dic- 
tates of prudence, of conſcience, and of kind 
affection. You have given a guard to the:: 
integrity, a bridle to their paſſions, and an 
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incentive to their languor. If they make 
«© the teſtimonies of the Lord their coun- 
ſellers,” they will feel an alacrity in well- 
doing, which does not ariſe from any in- 
ferior conſideration; and they will ſay with 
David, © Thy word have I hid in my 


heart, that I may not offend againſt thee: 


It is a light unto my feet, and a lamp unto 
my path. I have choſen the way of truth 
thy judgments have I laid before me.” 


Il. Havixc thus ſtated the advantages 
which may be derived from ſearching the 
ſcriptures, I now proceed to ſuggeſt ſome 
directions for ſearching them in ſach a 
manner as to reap thofe advantages. 


THE word which our Lord has choſen, 
marks with preciſion, the outward act 
which is required of Chriſtians. To ſearch 
the Scriptures is not to read them haſtily, 
without attention, upon ſome rare occa- 
fion; it is to read them frequently, ſtatec- 
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ly, and deliberately. None will ſay that 
this is an impracticable duty. The buſieſt 
may, by a proper diſpoſition of their af- 
fairs, ſet apart a portion of their time for 
this employment; and the idle may well 
{pare ſome of thoſe hours, which, with all 
their anxiety to find different amutements, 
they often know not how to ditpote of, To 


every one of us God hath given the Sab- 
bath as a returning ſeaſon of religious re- 
collection. A part of it ought always to | 
be ſpent in reading the Scriptures; and if j 
we account the day of the Lord konoura- 
ble, we will not want leiture for obeying 
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the command in my text. 


- | 
; Tut rules of ſacred criticiſm cannot | 
: be ſuppoſed to enter into a popular diſ- 
*courſe. I preſume not to addreſs myſelf 
to thoſe who are led, either by inclination, 
; or by a ſenſe of duty, to employ their li- 
1 terary talents in the proſecution of theo- 
8 logical ſtudies. But, after the example of 
& that Society before whom I ſpeak, whoſe 
E inſtitutions are calculated for the benefit 
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of the great body of the people in certain 


x 
diitricts, I with to aſſiſt thoſe who have no V 
peculiar advantages tor ſtudy, in deriving i 
__unitormation, comfort, and inſtruction from 1 
tlic ſcarch ot the Scriptures: And to them 
I fay, that, if they would not with this em- 
ployment to be © budily exerciſe, Which n 
profiteth little, they muſt read with good tl 
intention, with humility, — with appli- r. 
cation to their own caſe, —and with prayer. Cl 
al 
fr 
1. In order to profit b y fearcht ng the 8 cripturec, 1 
zt ic neceſſary to read them with good Iuten- 
tion. 1 
le: 


In bodily taſks, the diſpoſition of the 
workman's mind is not of great impor- 
tance. Provided the work be done, his 
wages are earned, and his maſter is ſatiſ- 
fied: But the uſefulneſs of thoſe exerciſcs 
which miniſter to the improvement of the 
mind, depends very much upon the ſen- to 
timents and views with which they are Yo 
pertormed. Here the manner of doing the the 
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work is often of more importance than the 
work that is done; and a wrong intention 


in the agent often prevents him from reap- 
ing the fruit of his toil. 


Ir you ſearch the ſcriptures in order to 


make a diſplay of your acquaintance with 


them, you may have your reward. By the 
readineſs of your quotations, and the a- 
cuteneſs of your critical remarks, you may 
altonith the ignorant, and obtain praiſe 
from thoſe who value fuch reſearches. But 
your own heart will not be the better for 
* that knowledge which puffeth up.” If 
you ſearch the Sriptures in order to be 
learned 1n controverſy, you may know the 
grouads of all the different opinions re- 
ſpocting certain diſputed points; you may 


He able to convince the adverſaries, and to 


defend your own tenets with dexterity. 

But there is a danger of your turning a- 

ſide from the weighty matters of the law, 

to queſtions and itrifes of words; and in 

your zeal to eſtabliſh what you account 

the truth, you may make ſhipwreck of 
E 2 
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faith and a good conſcience. Once more, 
if you ſearch the Scriptures with a cap- 
tous ſpirit, deſirous of railing objections, 
of finding matter of cenſure or of ridicule, 
vou may ſucceed beyond your expecta- 
tion. You may puzzle both yourſclves 
and others; you may derive from the ve- 
1 rable phraſeology of Scripture much aid 
to the barrenneſs of your wit; by a ſncer 
at what you do not underſtand, you may 
picaſe thoſe who know as little as you do; 
and by a ludicrous application of folemn 
expreſſions, you may excite laughter a- t 
mongſt thoſe who care not at what expence th 
they are made merry. But your ſearch h 
of the Scriptures will, in this caſe, degrade t 

ti 
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in your eyes the great truths of religion, 
and, while it confounds your underſtand. 
ing, and tends to eſface every ſerious im- 
preſſion from your hearts, it will produce 2 
in your diſcourſe a multitude of idle words, 
for every one of which, your Mafter hat! 
{aid you ſhall give account in the day of 
judgment. 
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Tuixk it not enough, then, that you 
ſpend a portion of your time in reading 
your bibles; but examine yourſelves that, 
you may know the intention with which 
the work is done. Do not ſearch the Scrip- 
tures for oſtentation, for contention, or for 
ſport. But ſearch them as the book given 
by God to convey to you the molt import- 
ant knowledge, to comfort your hearts, 
and to direct vour lives. Keep theſe great 
purpoſes of this book in your eye when 
you read it. As new born babes, deſire 
the ſincere milk of the word, that ye may 
grow thereby: And if, © with good aud 
honeſt hearts,” ye ſeek the profit which 
the Scriptures were given to adminiſter, 
through the bleſſing of God, ye ſhall ob- 
tain it. 


2. In order to profit by fearching the Scriptures, 
it is neceſſury to read them with Humility. 


In all our intercourſe with the Almigh- 
ty, we receive leſſons of humility. * Vain 
man, who would be wiſe,” 1s perpetuaily 
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reminded, both by the book of nature, 
and the book of Scripture, that © he is of 
yeſterday, and knows nothing.” In crea- 
tion, thoſe things which are neceſſary for 
the ſuſtenance of man are ſcattered with 
profuſion, and are gathered by the untu- 
tored ſavage. But many materials of con- 
venience and enjoyment long remained 
hidden from the generations of men. The 
inveſtigation of the laws according to 
which God conducts thoſe operations 
which we daily fee, requires much atten- 
tion and ſtudy; and there appear to be 
certain bounds ſet to the curioſity of man, 
myſteries in nature which he in vain at- 
tempts to penetrate, where the fact is ma- 
nifeſt to his ſenſes, while all ſpeculations 
concerning the fact are dark and bewilder- 
ing. The book of Scripture, in like man- 
ner, bears the marks of proceeding from 
him who is known to us only in that degree 
in which he condeſcends to make himſelf 
maniteſt. He hath made every thing ne- 
celfary for our information, our comfort, 
or our inſtruction, plain to thoſe whe 
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ſearch. © The entrance of his word giveth 
light to the ſimple,” and every Chriſtian 
may find here the words of eternal life. 
But the Almighty hath mixed much 
darkneſs with this light. Even the hiſto- 
rical books of Scripture appear ſtrange to 
_ thoſe who are unacquainted with ancient 
cuſtoms. The writings of the prophets, 
from the very nature of prophecy, are ob- 
ſcure, and to us they appear veiled in the 
figurative language, and the ſymbolical ac- 
tions of Eaſtern nations. The doctrinal 
parts often touch upon ſubjects which are 
raiſed far above us: The limited faculties 
of man, in vain, attempt to comprehend 
the wiſdom, the majeſty, and the grace of 
an infinite Being; and the ſpeech of man 
is altogether inadequate to expreſs that 
which it hath not entered into the heart 
of man to conceive. 


Ir, then, you begin your ſearch of the 
Scriptures with an expectation that every 
thiag contained in them is level to your 


capacity, you will ſoon be diſſatisfied; you 
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will be in danger of rejeting what yon 
do underſtand, becauſe you meet with 
difficultics; or, like the unlearacd and un- 
ſtable whom the Apoſtle Peter reproves, 
you will wrelt the Epiſtles, and other dith- 
cult places, to your own deſtruction. It 


becomes you to confider that this 1s a ſtatc 
of mind very unfavourable to your 1m- 
provement, and very unſuitable to the em- 
ployment which my text recommends: 
And you ought to recollect, that, as there 
muſt be in Scripture, © things which arc 
hard to be underſtood,” fo, in the wiſdom 
of God, theſe very things are made ſub- 
ſervient to many excellent purpoſes. Th:s 
book was given to be the rule of faith and 
practice, the meditation and delight of 
Chriſtians of every condition, of every 
meaſure of attainment in ſcience. Here, 
therefore, according to the image of thc 
Apoltle, there 1s not only © plain food tor 
ſuch as have need of milk, but there is alt. 
ſtrong meat for ſuch as arc of full age, even 
thoſe who, by reaſon of uſe, have their 
ſenſes exerciſed to diſcern good and evil.“ 
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While © the principles of the doctrine of 
Chriſt are here revealed unto babes in 
knowledge,” there is enough to excite the 
curioſity of thoſe who inquire, and to 
exerciſe the talents of the wiſe. Gram- 
marians, philoſophers, hiſtorians, have 
ſcarched the Scriptures, and their ſearch 
has been amply rewarded. An enlarged 
comprehenſion of the ſcheme of Provt- 
dence, and the courſe of human affairs, 
has enabled ſome to attain that ſenſe 
which was too profound for ordinary 
minds: An intimate acquaintance with an- 
ticat languages and manners has expound- 
ed the meaning of many paſlages which 
had been miſunderſtood or mitrepretent- 
ed; and facred criticiſm, proceeding up- 
on ſound principles, and conducted by 
men of erudition and information, has, 
in numberleſs inſtances, reſcued the Scrip- 
rures from the charge of abſurdity and in- 
conſiſtency, and has demonſtrated the ef- 
tcctual care with which Providence has 
preſerved the oracles that were at firit gi- 
ven by inſpiration of God, from deſtruc- 
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tion, or from groſs corruptions. The dif- 
ferent interpretations which the ſame text 
had received in the eagerneſs of controver- 


ſy, have corrected one another; and the 
diligence and acuteneſs with which the- 
ological writers have ſifted the opinions of 
their adverſaries, have aſſiſted candid minds 
in apprehending the truth. Hiſtorical re- 
ſearches have elucidated prophecy: And 
the beauty of the poetical parts of Scrip- 
ture, as well as the exactneſs of thoſe that 
are narrative, has received many delight- 
ful and ſtriking illuſtrations from the re- 
ports of thoſe, whom the extenſion of mo- 
dern commerce has carried to viſit parts 
of the world that are far removed from 
us. 


In this manner the difficulties of Scrip- 


ture are continually vanithing before en- 
hehtened inquiry; the preſumption and 
ignorance of the icorner are expoſed; the 
knowledge of the modelt is increaſed, and 
the faith of thoſe who wait upon God 1s 
eſtabliſhed: And from all this we learn 
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with what humility we ought to read. By 
the things in Scripture which are hard to 
be underſtood, God checks our pride: 
by the gradual explication of thoſe things, 
he gives us aſſurance that his word ſhall 
endure for ever, and teaches us to look tor 
that time ordained in his providence, tor 
which the united labours of his ſervants are 
preparing the world, when the inſignificant 
attacks that have been made upon his word 
mall be forgotten, when the ſcruples which 
thoſe attacks have fomctimes raiſed in pi- 
ous breaſts thall be perfectly removed, and 
the wifdom and conſiſtency of this divine 
book ſhall be univerſally acknowledged, 
In this hope, dwell ye upon thoie patlages 
which you underitand: meditate on them: 


be thankful for them. Believe that a great 


deal of what you do not underſtand is 
plain to others more learned, more experi- 
enced, more diligent than you are. Attend 
to the connection in which dificult paſſa- 


ges ſtand with the context, to other places 


of Scripture where the ſame thing is more 
clearly expreſſed, to the explications which 
F2 
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you cccafonally receive. If, after all, dark- 
neſs ſhould remain upon many places, be 
not diſheartened, and do not repine. Be 
aſſured that what you know is able to 
make you wiſe unto ſalvation:“ And, ac- 
cording to the counſel of the ſon of 
Sirach,“ be not curious in unneceſſary mat- 


ters, neither ſeek the things that are above 


thy ſtrength; for more things are ſhewed 
thee than men underſtand, and it is not 
neceſſary for thee to ſee che things that are 
in ſecret,” 


Tre Scriptures are“ as a light ſhining in 
a dark place, unto which ye do well that 
ye take heed, until the day dawn, and the 
dlay- ſtar ariſe.” This is but the beginning 
of our exiſtence, the opening of the powers 
of reaſon aud virtue in our ſouls. © The 
things which are reported unto us in this 
book are what the angels defire to look in- 
to, and they will afford employment to our 
minds when we are made like the angels. 
Now we ſeœe through a glaſs darkly ; then 
we {hall fee face to face. Now we know 
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in part; but when that which is perfect is 
come, then that which is in part ſhall be 
done away.” 


3. In order to profit by ſearching the Scrip- 
tures, it is neceſſary to read them with Appli- 
tion to our own Caſe, 


Tur Scriptures are not to be claſſed with 
the many other books of amuſement or im- 
provement, in which our attention is en- 
caged by remote objects, that are made in- 
tereſting to us only by the beauties of ſen- 
timent or of compoſition. Wiſdom here 
uttereth her words. To you, O men, ſhe 
calls; her voice 1s to the ſons of men.” All 
kindreds and tribes are commanded to 
draw near; and the ſpecial intereſt which 
ſome nations appear to have had in the 
tranſactions here recorded, only renders 
their hiſtory an inſtructi ve leſſon, which it 
is the duty and the wiſdom of future ge- 
nerations to mark. The Father of the 
human race here gives to all his children 
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hat counſe] by which he would guide 
hem in the way of life; and his counſel is ac- 
cr: modated with condeſcending grace to 
all thoſe varieties in their condition which 
lie foreſaw. There 1s a warning, a reproof, 
a conſolation, a promiſe, a threatning a- 
dapted to every caſe: We are only requi- 
red to prove ourſelves, and to draw out of 
this inexhauſtible ſtore-houſe that which 
we need. 


Do not buſy yourſelves with applying 
what you read or hear to others; an em- 
ployment in which there 1s ſeldom a pro- 
bability of doing much good, and always 
a danger of doing much harm: But ſcek 
to attain that eſſential benefit which may 
certainly be derived from a wiſe applica- 
tion of the Scriptures to yourſelves. When 
you contemplate thoſe excellent characters 
which are delineated in this book, do not 
think it enough to pay that tribute of ad- 
miration which the moſt hardened finncr 


cannot withhold; but turn upon yourſelves, 


and ſay, Am I a follower of that which [ ad- 


3 


ire? Havel any portion of the faith of A- 
braham, of the fortitude of Joſeph, of the 
gentleneſs of Moſes, of the patience of Job, 
of the piety of Daniel, of the mind of je- 
ſus? When your abhorrence is excited 
by thoſe pictures of the iniquity of Ifracl 
which abound in the Prophets, and of the 
vices of the heathen world which occur in 
the Epiſtles, ſearch for the plague of your 
own heart; and fee if, in ſome corner of 
the picture, the fin which beſets you, is 
not painted with ſo ſtrong a pencil, thac 
even your own partial eyes perceive the 
likeneſs. When your foals are raviſhed 
with the © great and precious promiſes” 
of thi word, aik yourſelves, whether from 
che deſcriptions of the ſervants of God 
which are always conjoined with his promi- 
ics, you can take courage to claſs yourſelves 
amongtt the number of thoſe to whom God 
tpcaks peace. When your heart ſtands in 
awe of his threatnings, think if there is any 
part of your conduct, by which you are 
letting up yourſelves as a mark to receive 
the arrows of the Almighty. When you 
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read the prayers of good men in Scrip- 
ture, and ſee the ſelf-abaſement, the ear- 
neſtneſs, and repetitions with which they 
approached a throne of grace, recollect 
your own condition, the feebleneſs of your 
reſolutions, the temptations to which your 
virtue is expoſed, the dangers which en- 
compaſs your life, your property, your fa- 
mily, your good name, and think what 
need you have to exerciſe the ſame humi- 
lity and dependence upon heaven which 


their devotions exemplify. When you 
read their ſongs of praiſe, think of the 


bleſſings which have followed you, the 
perils out of which you have been reicued, 
the mercy which has ſuſtained you in the 
time of trouble; and mark how God ſeem: 
to put into your mouth every word, by 
which they endeavoured to expreſs thc 
gratitude that glowed in their breaſts. 
Your ſituation in life, and the particul:r 
occurrences of your lot, have impercepti- 
bly formed your ſentiments concerning 
the ways of Providence, the value of this 
world, the excellence and the happineſs 5: 
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man. Try your ſentiments by comparing 
them with the many ſtriking view: of 
thoſe important ſubjects which the Scrip- 
tures open; and, be allured, that there is 
ſome defect in the (tate of your mind, un- 
lets you are able to regulate your opinions 
and principles by that ſtandard which is 
the truth. Do not deſtrox, in regard to 
yourſelves, the uſefulna is of rhe Scriptures, 
by ſceking to thelter your vices under the 
maxims or cuſtoms of the world; beware 
of keeping at a diſtance from the light, 
Ic{t you begin to hate it, becaute it re- 
proves your deeds; but let the word of 
God be, with you, the teſt of every gain, 
every indulgence, every purfnit; and by 
this readineſs with which you core to the 
light, let it be made maniteit char your 
deeds are wrought in God. 


Tus words that I command thee 
this day,” ſaid the Lord by Moſes, © thall 
be in thine heart; and thou ſhalt teach 
them diligently unto thy children, and 
thou ſhalt talk of them when thou Gtreft 
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in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by 
the way, and when thou lieſt down, and 
when thou riſeſt up.” The expreſſions 
by which the Almighty condeſcends thus 
earneſtly to recommend the ſearch of the 
Scriptures, ſuggeſt, that the application 
of them ſhould begin early in life. Thou 
ſhalt talk of them to thy children, when 
thou fitteſt in thine houſe.” What an cdi- 
fying ſubject of domeſtic converſation! 
You have often obſerved that no pieces of 
hiſtory take ſo ſtrong a hold of the mind 
of the young as thoſe recorded in Scrip- 
ture. Try, then, to form the minds of 
thoſe who are deareſt to you, by teaching 
them, as they are able to bear it, to apply 
to them ſelves different parts of Scripture. 
Accuſtom them, as their underſtandings 
open, to receive and to digeſt that wholc- 
ſome food of the ſoul, which will nouriſh 
them to every virtuous exertion, Which 
will furniſh them with ſtrength to reſiſt 
temptation, with an antidote againſt the 
words of the ſcorner, with a cordial amidſt 
the diſappointments and ſorrows which 
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Providence may ordain for them.“ Where- 
with ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? 
by taking heed thereto according to thy 


word.“ © My ſon,” let every father ſay 


with Solomon, © bow thine car to the 
ſayings of this book; let them not depart 
from thine eyes, and keep them in the 
mid{t of thine heart, for they are life un- 
to thoſe that find them. When thou goeſt, 
they thall lead thee; when thou fleepelt, 


they ſhall keep thee; when thou awakeſt, 


they {hall talk with thee: For the com- 
mandment is a lamp, and reproots of in- 
ſtruction are the way of life.” 


4. In order to profit by fearching the Scam piumner, 


„ ” ths — 
it is neceſſary to read them with Prayer. 


Tu word of God contains his counſel 
to his children: Prayer opens their minds 
to receive that counſel. The one is a me- 
morial left us by a Being who is not pre- 
tent to our ſenſes; the other is that me- 
thod of correſponding with him, which, 
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while we are at a diſtance, we are permitted 
to maintain. The memorial will ſoon loſe 
its effect in recalling divine things to our 
minds, if the correſpondence be wholly 
laid aſide. But the two fupport one ano- 
ther, and conſpire in bringing us near to 
God. * When the ſaints of God fit at his 
feet, every one receives of his words: when 
they cry to him for knowledge, then they 
find the fear of the Lord.“ 


Tur bleſſed Jeſus, in the days of his 
fleſu, opened the underſtandings of his 
diſciples, that they might underſtand the 
Ocripturcs: After his aſcenſion, he ſent 
fort Ei Spirit into the hearts of his Apoſ- 
tles, to guide them into all truth; and he 
commanded Philip to go near, and to join 
himſelf to the devout Æthiopian, who had 


come up to ſeruſalem to worihip, and 


who, in his return, was reading Iaah the 
Prophet, without underſtanding what he 
read. The fame Jeſus, in every age, marks 
the carneſtneſs and humility of thoſe who 
ſearch the ſcriptures: The Spirit, under 
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whoſe inſpiration the Scriptures were writ- 
ten, continues to proceed from him; and 
by the internal illumination of the Holy 
Ghoſt, or by various inſtruments which 
he 1s able to raiſe up, he anſwers the pray- 
ers Which, amidit their darkneſs and 
doudts, his ſervants offer, in his name, to 
the Father of lights. Did not our hearts 
burn within us,” ſaid the diſciples, when 
he talked to us by the way, and opened 
unto us the Scriptures?” And do not 
the hearts of his diſciples ſtill burn within 
them, when he removes the veil from their 
eyes in reading the Scriptures, and en- 
ables them to perceive the things that are 
ſpiritually diſcerned? © The ſecret of the 
Lord is with them that fear hin, and to 
them will he manifeſt his covenant.“ 


EVEN David, the man who felt fo 
ſtrongly, and who has deſcribed fo co- 
ptouily, the advantages of ſcarching the 
Scriptures, does not ſay that he difco- 
vered theſe advantages, but he prays 
that they may be ſhewn to him. O- 
pen thou mine eyes, that I may behold 
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wondrous things out of thy law. I am a 
ſtranger upon the earth; hide not thy com- 
mandments from me.” Mark the ſpirit 
of theſe words; follow the example of this 
devout man; © when you lack wiſdom, 
aſk of God, and it thall be given you.” 
Let prayer enliven and ſanctify your 
ſearch of the Scriptures. It will render 
the word of God to you quick and power- 
ful, and will give it an influence over your 
minds very much ſuperior to that of any o- 
ther ſtudy. The Almighty will inſtruct you, 
and guide you with his eye; he will make 
you wiſe through the knowledge of his 
word, and he will enlarge your heart to 
run the way of his commandments. 


Tuk view which has been taken of the 
precept of our Lord, has appeared, in the 


progreſs of this diſcourſe, to reflect great 
honour upon the Society before whom 1 


now ſpeak. To their pure minds it will 
ſuggeſt much encouragement to perſevere: 


And to the public, it may ſuggeſt the 
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ſtrongeſt reaſons for granting them that 
countenance and aid, which are neceſſary 
to render the benefit of their pions labours 
{till more effectual, and more extenſive 


IT is our happineſs to live in times when 
Government appears folicitous to improve 
the internal reſources of the country, when 
the attention of men of rank, of fortune, 
and of influence, is turned to corners 
which had long been neglected, and the 
molt reſpectable aſſociations are formed 
for enabling the inhabitants of the coaſts 
to avail themſelves of their natural advan- 
tages. May it not be expected that chis 
liberal and enlightened policy will embrace 
the important objects of this Society as 
congenial with itſelf; that thoſe who ſeek 
to extend the wealth of the community, 
will, from the ſame benevolent principles, 
encourage every rational attempt to cheriſh 
the virtues of the community; and that, 
amidft the patriotic efforts to reſcue our 
brethren in the Highlands and iflands from 
poverty, and flavith dependence, and to re- 
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concile them to their native land, by ren- 
dering their ſituation more comfortable, 
the exertions of this Society to form their 
minds by Chriſtian knowledge, will appear 
praiſe-worthy in the eyes of every Briton? 
The profanity and profligacy of the lower 
ranks are felt and lamented in the more 
populous and wealthy diſtricts of the em- 
pire; and even thoſe who, in other reſpects, 
do not diſcover much zeal about the in- 
tereſts of religion and morality, have been 
made to ſee and know that the inſtruction 
and reformation of the people form a moſt 
deſirable object to the ſtate. Is it not equal- 
ly deſirable to prepare a remedy for the evil 
where it has not yet become inveterate, to 
complete the proviſion for the proſperity 
and improvement of the remoter parts of 
the iſland, by adminiſtering to the uncor- 
rupted inhabitants the wholeſome counſel of 
this book, at a time when they are eager to 
receive it. Their hardy valour has often 
maintained the honour, and repelled the 
dangers of their country: Their morals, 
eſtabliſhed upon Chriſtian principles, may 
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reprove the impiety and licentiouſneſs of 
the age; and, as they and their deſcendants 
ſpread through the different parts of the 
empire, they may thus carry with them 
an antidote againſt the general infection. 


Lr not, then our princes, our rulers, 
and our nobles, think it beneath their dig- 
nity, or a diverſion from their generous 
purſuit of the public good, to encourage, 
by their countenance and ſupport, the la- 
bours of the miniſters of the goſpel in their 
ſeveral departments, and the more exten- 
five plans which this Society has formed. 
The moſt enlightened writers upon politi- 
cal oeconomy cannot point out a treaſure 
of ſuch value to the ſtate, as a ſtock of uſe- 
ful ſubjects trained by early culture and 
familiar inſtruction, to honeſty, induſtry, 
and temperance: And the efforts of the moſt 
able and upright ſtateſmen to lift this coun- 
try above its misfortunes, will prove abor- 
tive, unleſs thoſe under their adminiſtration 
have knowledge and virtue. Righteouſneſs 


exalteth a nation: But ſin is the reproach 
H 
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of a people.” I am the Lord thy God,” 
faith the Almighty, © which teacheth thee 
to profit, which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou ſhouldſt go. O that thou wouldſt 
hearken to my commandments ! Then 
ſhould thy peace be as the river, and thy 
ſeed ſhould be multiplied as the ſand; thy 
ſons ſhould be as plants grown up in their 
youth; thy garners ſhould be full, afford- 
ing all manner of ſtore, and there ſhould 
be no complaining in thy ſtreets. Happy 
is the people that is in ſuch a caſe; yea, 
happy is that people whoſe God is the 
Lord.” | | 


THE END, 


FO 
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ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF 


THE SOCIETY IN SCOTLAND 
FOR PROPAGATING CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE, 


From the 2d June 1786 to the 81h June 1787. 


SoctteTyY-HaLL, Juxe 8, 1787. 


Is the appendix to the Annual Sermon of laſt year, 
a full account was given of the proceedings of the Di- 


| rectors, from July 1785 to July 1786. 


Tus friends of the Society were there informed of 
the application made to Parliament, to obtain a ſum out 
of the money due to government from the proprietors 
of the late annexed eſtates in Scotland, to enable the 
Directors to take into their ſervice the ſchoolmaſters 
employed by the Commiſſioners on theſe eſtates. This 
being granted, the ſchools erected have been ſince 
that time kept up, and a fuitable allowance regular- 
ly paid by the Society to the maſters ; but as it was then 
foreſeen, the Honourable Barons of Exchequer have 
not had it in their power to pay any part of that ſum, 
as ſufficient funds have not yet come into their hands 
to pay other preferable appropriations of that money, 
and it is not expected that the Society will receive any 
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benefit from the Act of Parliament ſooner than Mar- 
tinmas 1788. 


Tae maintenance of theſe maſters ſubjects the funds 
of the Society to a very conſiderable additional expence, 
and even requires the Directors, contrary to their rule, 
to exceed for ſome time their annual revenue. 'This has 
obliged them to refuſe many applications for ſchools in 
places where they believe they are much wanted, and 


will render it prudent for ſome time to lay no additional 
burden on their ſcheme. 


Tux tranſlation of the Old Teſtament into Gaelic is a 
work of very great labour, and as it is of much impor- 
tance that it ſhould be accurate, has taken more time 
than was at firſt expected. Being an undertaking of 
too much extent for one perſon to perform in any mo- 
derate time, it was divided into four parts, and commit- 
ted to different perſons known to be well qualified for 
the taſk. The firſt part of it, containing the Pentateuch, 
was printed about two years ago, and a conſiderable 
number of copies have been already difperſed. This 
done under the care of the Reverend Mr. John Stuart 
miniſter of Luſs, has given very great ſatisfaction. The 
ſecond part alſo under the care of Mr. Stuart is now 
printed, and will be ſoon publiſhed, which it is hoped, 
will be no leſs favourably received. The third part will 
require conſiderable time to finiſh. The fourth part con- 
taining the prophets, was committed to the Reverend 
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Dr. Jolm Smith, miniſter of Campbelton, and was pub · 
liſhed laſt year. : 


Ix a work of this kind, it is in vain to expect univerſal 
approbation. Some have found fault with the orthogra- 
phy uſed by the tranſlators, but the Directors have the 
pleaſure to be informed by a number of gentlemen who 
are believed to be among the beſt judges of the Gaelic 
language, that the manner in which this tranſlation is 
executed, meets with their fulleſt approbation. 


Dx. SM1TH, in tranſlating that part of the Old Teſta- 
ment under his care, had been at very conſiderable pains 
to make himſelf acquainted with the Eaſtern ſtyle of writ- 
ing, with the views of the Prophets, and with the par- 
ticular events to which their predictions referred. In 


doing this, he found it ncceſſary to conſult a number of 


the moſt learned authors on theſe ſubjects, and from 
their obſervations with his own, he compoſed a Sum- 
mary View of the Old Teſtament Prophets, explaining 
their figurative ſtyle of writing, and marking out the 
objects they had in view in each particular chapter. He 
flattered himſelf that ſuch a work might be of particular 
uſe in the Highlands, where the poor people had no ac- 
ceſs to ſuch books as were neceſſary for their underftand- 
ing the Scriptures. The Directors being informed of this, 
and ſeveral of the Members having ſeen the manuſcript, 
they approved much of his deſign, and agreed to be at 
the expence of printing 1000 copies in a frugal manner 


For the uſe of their ſchools. As it is hoped that this 
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book may be alſo of general uſe, it is fince printed for 
fale by Mr. Charles Elliot bookſeller in Edinburgh and 
London. 


Tur Society has been expoſed to conſiderable ex. 
pence by the late application to Parliament, by maintain- 
ing the ſchoolmaſters formerly in the ſervice of the Com- 
miſſioners of the annexed eſtates, and by printing large 
impreſſions of ſeveral books for the uſe of their ſchools. 
The Directors, however, have the ſatisfaction to know, 
that from the liberal legacies, donations, and collections 
lately made for the Society, there is no delapidation of 
their capital; but on the contrary ſuch an increaſe, that 
in two years at fartheſt they hope to be able without 
touching on their principal, conſiderably to extend their 
beneficent deſigns. 


Ox this occaſion the Directors think it their duty 
thankfully to mention their benefators. 


Tux piety and muniſicence of the late Right Honour- 
able Lady Glenorchy have been long and well known to 
the world. The Directors of this ſociety have reaſon to 
acknowledge, in terms of the higheſt regard, her liberali- 
ty, and the confidence the has placed in them. In par- 

ticular, by a latter-will executed the 6th December 1785, 
| the gives in jegacy The ſum of rivE THOUSAND 
t pounds Sterling to the Committee of the Society for 
« Propagating Chriſtian Knowledge in Scotland, in truſt 
and for the purpoſes of promoting religion and in- 
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tc duſtry in the eſtatcs of the Earls of Breadalbane and 
« the Counteſs of Sutherland, either by catechiſts, ſchools, 
« miſſionaries, manufactures, or premiums, as ſhall be 
« thought moſt conducive to that end; and if ſuitable 
* encouragement is nct given by the proprietors of afore- 
« ſaid eſtates in carrying on the plans of the Committee 
« aforeſaid,or if Elizabeth Counteſs of Sutherland thould 
“ die without leaving an heir of her own body, then the 
Committee ſhall be at liberty to withdraw the bounty, 
« either in whole or in part, from either of theſe eſtates, 
and lay out the intereſt of the above mentioned Five 
* Thouſand pounds for the ſame purpoſes in any part of 
« the Highlands or Weftern Iſles of Scotland, where 
there ſhall appear to be the greateſt occaſion for it.” 


Tux legacy is noble, like the giver; it will be the ob- 
ject of the Committee faithfully to apply it in the way 
her Ladyſhip has directed. | | 


Tax Right Honourable Lady Charlotte Erſkine had 
been in uſe to give for a number of years paſt, the ſum of 
L. 5 annually in donation to the Society. This year her 
Ladyſhip generouſly gave the ſum of L.100. 


Taz Treaſurer of the Society has informed the Di- 
rectors, that he has received by legacy of Miſs Dewar 
of Canaan the ſum of L. 50; from the heirs of Captain 
Walter Riddel the like ſum of L. 50; and in donation 


from the Right Honourable the Earl of Hyndford the 


ſum of L. 20. 
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IT was intimated to the Directors, that the fum of L. 50 
was given in donation by Miſs Julia Wardrobe, but to be 
liferented by herſelf, ſhe knowing it to be the intention of 
her mother deceaſed, the widow of the late Reverend Mr. 
Alexander Wardrobe minifter of Whitburn, that this 
money ſhould be ſo diſpoſed of, 


Or late years the collections obtained by the Correſ- 
ponding Board of the Society in London have exceeded 
what were formerly known, The Directors have now 
the pleaſure to inform their friends, that at the annual 
ſermon and dinner in May laſt, the meeting was more re- 
ſpectable and numerous, and a larger collection was ob- 
tained than on any former occaſion. 


Tu Earl of Hopeton was in the chair. He was at- 
tended by the Earls of Breadalbane and Fife, Sir Adam 
Ferguſſon, Mr Dempſter, and other gentlemen, who all 
contributed liberally. The ſum that day realized, ex- 
ceeded L.300, 


For next year's annual meeting there were announced 
by permiffion for Stewards, his Grace the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, the Right Honourable the Earls of Breadalbane and 
Fife, Henry Beaufoy Eſq; M. P. and Alexander Ander- 
fan, Eſq; merchant in London. 


Turk members of the Society being fully ſenſible of 
| their obligations to their friends of the London Correſ- 
ponding Board, did at their laſt general meeting una- 
nimouſly vote their thanks to them for their very liberal 


C03 


collection. Tharks were alſo voted to the Reverend Dr. 
Hunter and Mr. Mackintoth, their Secrctarics, for their 
zeal and attention to the intercits of the Society. In 
particular, tlie thanks of the general meeting were voted 
to the Right Honourable the Earls of Hopeton, Bread- 
albane, and Fife, Lord Vanvryhoven, the Reverend Ed- 
ward Williams, James Taylor, Elq; Alexander Brodie, 
Eiq; S. Search, Eſq; and other annual fabfcribers, for 
their very liberal and generous donations, to be applied 
by the Directors in promoting the benificent objects of 
thc Society. | 


Tus thanks bf the Society were alto votcd to the Right 
Honourable the Earl of Kinnoul, for his liberal annual 
donation, and for his patronage of the Society; and to 
the Right Honourable Lord Balgonie, for the important 
{crvices done by his Lordthip to the Society while he was 
in London: 


Tue general meeting being informed that Mr Charles 
Elliot bookſeller in Edinburgh, had given to the Com- 


mittee of Directors 500 copies of a new tranſlation of 
the Ptalms and Paraphraſes into the Gaelic language, to 


de diſtributed in the Highlands as the Directors ſhould 
indge proper, they voted him thanks, and appointed 
his donation to be publicly acknowledged. 


ON the whole, the Directors have the ſatisfaction to 
inform the public, that, to their apprehenſion, the affairs 
af the Society were never in a more proſperous fate 
han at preſent. 
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Lift of Schutmaſters and Schoulmiftreſes formerly employed by the CommiT ons 
ers on the Annexcd Late, for whom the Society mates a temporary primie 
fron, though not enrolle ! on their liſt. before receiving the ſum alionved by Par- 
liument out f the did., due by the ſaid Ee, payable ts Guucrumeont, 


SCHOOL MASTERS. 


Eſtate of Perth. 
Strelitz, *L.5 4 © James Brown. 
Craignrich, 5 © o Andrew Puchannan. 
Glenartney, 5 © o Jchn Lumſdain. 
Hate of A rnpricr. 
Strathyre, 5 © O john Ferguſon. 
Eflate of Lecbgary. 
Lochgarvy, 4 © o Donald Camcron. 
Lite of Strowan. 
Kinlochrannoch, 10 o o Archibald Campbell, 
Finnart, 10 0 o Roderick Kennedy. 
Glenorchty, 7 o © Alexander Robertſon. 
CamagranandCarrie, 5 © o G. Cummin & Jo. Car- 
Ejtate of Leciiel. meron. 
Kinlocharkaig, 21 13 4 Alexander MfIntoth 
Strathlochie, 10 0 o Alexander M*Phee. 
Mamore, 11 13 4 Duncan Cameron. 
| Eftate of Clunie. 
Clunie, 11 13 4 Ewan MPherſon, 
Eſtate of Cromarty. 
Coigach, 12 10. O Donald Lyon. 
South Uiſt, 10 © o James Beverley. 
L. 133 14 © 


The above ſalaries may appear diſproportioned, but it is obſerved, 
that where the ſalaries here given are ſmall, they are made up by the 
ickabitants of theſe diſtricts by agreement; where they are large, the 
maſters have nothing elſe, or a greate ſum is given on account of merit 
and ſer vice. 
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SCHOOLMISTRESSES. 


To Mrs. Campbell ſpinning-miſtreſs, Crief, L. 1b © 3 
Mrs. M*Leiſh ditto, at Muthill, $0 © 
Mrs. King ditto, at Auchterarder, OT. 
Mary M*Navd ditto, at Boglot near Callander, 8 0 3 
Mrs. McEwen ditto, at Callander, 3 0 0 
Mrs. M Diarmed ditto, at Kilochrannoch, 8 © © 
The Spinning-miftrefs at Clunie, 3 
Mrs. Cilleſpic at Dunblane $ & © 

L. 48 0 0 


THE PRESIDENT, DIRECTORS, AND OTTICERS 


OF THE 


SOCIETY, FOR THE YEAR 17 97. 


EARL OF KLYNOUL, PRESIDENT ON THE GOCINTY, 
Committee of Di; ECT Ss 


Sir John Belches, Bart. Prefident of tl 
Committee. 

The Farb of Hyndford. 

Rv. Sir Henry Moncrief, of Wellwood, Bart. 

Rev. Jobn Erikine, D. D. 

Rev. William Gloag, D. D. 

Rev. Thomas Randal. 

Rev. Andrew Hunter, D. D. 

Rev. John Kemp. } 

Rev. Thomas Snell Tones. 

Robert NFIntotfh, Eq; Advocate. 

Mr Andrew Hamilton. 

Mr John Moncricff, 

Mr John Gloag, Merchant in Edinburgh. 

Mr Horace Cannon, Clerk to the Siengt. 

Haac Grant, Eſq; Clerk to the Signet. 


Miniſters 


of Edinburgh. 


( go .} 


Officers of the Sccicty, 


John MTarlan, D. D. Secretary. 
William Galloway, Eſq; Deanof Guild and 
Merchant in Edinburgh, Comptroller. 
Robert Chalmers, Eſq; Accomptant General 
of Exciſe, Accomptant. 

John Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to the Signet, 
Treaſurer. 

James Forreſt, Eſq; Writer to the Signet, 
Clerk. 

Mr James Bonar, joint Clerk. 

Mr Archibald Lundie, Writer to the Signet, 
Bookholder. 

M. Gray, frontof the Exchange, Bookſeller. 

Mungo Watſon, Beadle. 
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Annual and other Benęſuctious are received by 
the following Perſons. 


IN EpinBuRGH, 
By John Davidſon, Eſq; Writer to the Sig- 
net, Treaſurer to the Society. 


Ix LoNx Do, 
By Thomas Coutts, Eſq; Banker in the 
Strand. 

John M'Intoſh, Eſq; No. 8. North fide 
of the Royal Exchange, Secretary to 
the Society. 

William Fuller, Eſq; and Son, Bankers 
Lombard-Street. 
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Form of a Bequeſt ar Legacy. 


tem, I give and begueath the ſum of 
to the Society in Scotland 
for Propagating Chriſtian knowledge, to be 
applied (to the purpoſes of the firſt or ſe- 
cond patent, as the donor pleafes.)—Sce 
both patents, p. 54 and 5, of the account 
of the Society, publiſhed in May 1774. 


Thoſe who may be pleaſed to favour 
this Society with Bequeſts or Legacies, are 
intreated to expreſs their intention in the 
very words above directed; and particu- 
larly to take care that the words, in Scotiand, 
be nut Oulitred. 


THE END, 


